Verb Tense: Time

A verb indicates the time of an action, event or condition by changing its form. Through the use of a sequence of tenses in a sentence or in a paragraph, it is possible to indicate the complex temporal relationship of actions, events, and conditions

There are many ways of categorizing the twelve possible verb tenses. The verb tenses may be categorized according to the time frame: past tenses, present tenses, and future tenses.

The PAST TENSE indicates that an action is in the past relative to the speaker or writer.
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when the time period has finished: "We went to Chicago last Christmas."
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when the time period is definite: "We visited Mom last week."
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with for, when the action is finished: "I worked with the FBI for two months."

Regular verbs use the verb's base form (scream, work) plus the -ed ending (screamed, worked). Irregular verbs alter their form in some other way (slept, drank, drove).
Students for whom English is a second language sometimes (quite understandably) have trouble distinguishing between the Simple Past and the Present Perfect tenses. There is more information about the difference between these two tenses available under the Present Perfect description.

Simple past tense of to be, to have, to do

	subject
	Verb
	
	

	
	Be
	Have
	do

	I
	Was
	Had
	Did

	You
	Were
	Had
	Did

	He\She
	Was
	Had
	Did

	We
	Were
	Had
	Did

	They
	Were
	Had
	Did


The affirmative of the simple past tense is simple.

· I was in Japan last year

· She had a headache yesterday.

· We did our homework last night.

EXAMPLES

They weren't in Rio last summer.

We didn't have any money.

We didn't have time to visit the Eiffel Tower.

We didn't do our exercises this morning.

Were they in Iceland last January?

Did you have a bicycle when you were young?

Did you do much climbing in Switzerland?

Simple Past Tense – Regular Verbs

A few examples . . . 

	add –ed
	Walk
	rain
	help

	Affirmative
	walked
	rained
	helped

	Negative
	Did
 not walk
	did not rain
	did not help

	Question
	Did __ walk?
	Did __ rain?
	Did __ help?


	add –d
	Smile
	erase
	dance

	Affirmative
	smiled
	erased
	danced

	Negative
	did not smile
	did not erase
	did not dance

	Question
	Did __ smile?
	Did __ erase?
	Did __ dance?


	vowel + consonant = double consonant +ed
	Stop
	plan
	hug

	Affirmative
	stopped
	planned
	hugged

	Negative
	did not stop
	did not plan
	did not hug

	Question
	Did __ stop?
	Did __ plan?
	Did __ hug?


	consonant + y = 
change the y to i +ed
	Study
	cry
	reply

	Affirmative
	studied
	cried
	replied

	Negative
	did not study
	did not cry
	did not reply

	Question
	Did __ study?
	Did __ cry?
	Did __ reply?


	vowel + y = add –ed
	Play
	enjoy
	obey

	Affirmative
	played
	enjoyed
	obeyed

	Negative
	did not play
	did not enjoy
	did not obey

	Question
	Did __ play?
	Did __ enjoy?
	Did __ obey?


Simple Past Tense – Irregular Verbs

A few examples . . . 
	
	Do
	have
	go

	Affirmative
	Did
	had
	went

	Negative
	did not do
	did not have
	did not go

	Question
	Did __ do?
	Did __ have?
	Did __ go?


	
	Eat
	see
	stand

	Affirmative
	Ate
	saw
	stood

	Negative
	did not eat
	did not see
	did not stand

	Question
	Did __ eat?
	Did __ see?
	Did __ stand?


	
	Sit
	drink
	run

	Affirmative
	Sat
	drank
	ran

	Negative
	did not sit
	did not drink
	did not run

	Question
	Did __ sit?
	Did __ drink?
	Did __ run?


	
	Write
	drive
	ride

	Affirmative
	wrote
	drove
	rode

	Negative
	did not write
	did not drive
	did not ride

	Question
	Did __ write?
	Did __ drive?
	Did __ ride?


	
	Bring
	think
	catch

	Affirmative
	brought
	thought
	caught

	Negative
	did not bring
	did not think
	did not catch

	Question
	Did __ bring?
	Did __ think?
	Did __ catch?


	
	Put
	hurt
	read

	Affirmative
	Put
	hurt
	read

	Negative
	did not put
	did not hurt
	did not read

	Question
	Did __ put?
	Did __ hurt?
	Did __ read?


· I played my guitar loudly Last night.

· She kissed me on the cheek.

· It rained yesterday.

· Angela watched TV all night.

· John wanted to go to the museum.

Present: You don't need a mechanic.

Past: You didn't need a mechanic.

Present: You don't walk to work.

Past: You didn't walk to work.

Present: He doesn't speak Japanese.

Past: He didn't speak Japanese.
Examples of Questions in the Past Tense

· Did you go to work yesterday?

· Did they arrive on time?

· Did she like the surprise?

· Where did she go?

· What did you do yesterday?

· What did you say? - I didn't say anything.

· Why did we have to come?

