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COHERENCE: BEAUGRANDE & DRESSLER'S MODEL

 1.Many expressions have several virtual meanings, but under normal conditions, only one sense in a text. If the intended sense is not at once clear, non-determinacy is present. A lasting non-determinacy could be called ambiguity if it is presumably not intended, or poly valence if the producer did in fact intend to convey multiple senses at the same time. For illustration see the figure below,
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 2.A text makes sense because there is a continuity of senses among the knowledge activated by the expressions of the text .On the other hand ,the absence of such continuity will result in a senseless or nonsensical text due to a serious mismatch between the configuration of concepts and relations expressed, and the receivers' prior knowledge of the world.

The continuity of senses is the foundation of coherence, being the mutual access and relevance within a configuration of concepts and relations.  A concept is definable as
a configuration of knowledge (cognitive content) which can be
recovered or activated with more or less unity and consistency
       in the mind. Relations are the links between concepts which appear
     together in textual world each link would bear a designation of the
   concept it connects to.
                                                                     (Beaugrande & Dressler,1981:85 )
 3.The configuration underlying a text is the textual world ,which may or may not agree with the established version of the real world ,i.e. that version of the human situation considered valid by a society or social group. The textual world contains more the sense of the expressions in the surface text: cognitive processes contribute a certain amount of commonsense knowledge derived from the participants’ expectations and experience regarding the organization of events and situations.
   Thus , it could be useful also to refer to certain notions related to the description of coherence. First, the two types of knowledge that help us in the construction of meaning and are crucial for communication are declarative knowledge, namely what we know, and procedural knowledge – how something is done. 
  In addition, some types of global patterns which are useful for many tasks of text processing and comprehension are frames, schemas, plans and scripts (Beaugrande and Dressler 1981: 90f.). Frames are global patterns that “contain commonsense knowledge about some central concept” such as birthday parties. Schemas are “global patterns of events and states in ordered sequences linked by time proximity and causality.” Plans are “global patterns of events and states leading to an intended goal. Finally, scripts are “established plans called up very frequently to specify the roles of participants and their expected actions.”

  4.According to the basic theory of Beaugrande and Dressler, coherence is a textual factor   which “concerns the ways in which the components of the textual world, i.e., the configuration of concepts and relations which underlie the surface text, are mutually accessible and relevant” (1981: 4). When referring to concepts and relations, we automatically refer to meanings. Each sentence conveys meanings, thus forming a sort of continuity of senses, so that the reader/receiver of the message can follow the chain of information and track the threads of senses, back and forth. But sometimes, the underlying coherence is not at once obvious. To bind things together inferencing must be done. This operation involves supplying reasonable concepts and relations to fill in a gap or discontinuity in a textual world. 
5.Requirements for expressing the processing of texts
The imposition of coherence on any sketch of text  should be done in this way.

1.The text is parsed onto a configuration of grammatical dependencies.

2.The surface expressions are taken as cues to activate concepts.

3.Concepts are treated as steps in the construction of a continuity of senses.

4.Attention would be directed particularly toward the discovery of control centres ,i.e., points from which accessing and processing can be strategically done.

The most likely candidates for control centres can be termed primary concepts:

(a)
 objects: conceptual entities with a stable identity and constitution;

(b)   situations: configurations of mutually present objects in their current states;

(c)   events: occurrences which change a situation or a state within a situation;

(d) 
actions: events intentionally brought about by an’ agent.

    The other concepts  would be assigned to a typology of secondary concepts:
(a) 
state: the temporary, rather than characteristic, condition of an entity;

(b) 
agent: the force-possessing entity that performs an action and thus changes a situation (cf. V.25(d));

(c) 
affected entity: the entity whose situation is changed by an event or action in which it figures as neither agent nor instrument;

(d) 
relation: a residual category for incidental, detailed relationships like ‘father-child’, ‘boss-employee’, etc.,

(e) 
attribute: the characteristic condition of an entity (cf. “state”);

(f) 
location: spatial position of an entity;

(g) time: temporal position of a situation (state) or event (cf. I.10);

(h) 
motion: change of location;        (cf p. 96 for the rest of this list).
Things become clearer through a demonstration .The following is the opening paragraph of a text called ‘rocket’ analyzed for coherence following the procedures suggested above.
    [1]A great black and yellow V-2 rocket 46 feet long stood in a New Mexico desert.[2]Empty ,it weighted five tons.[3]For fuel it carried eight tons of alcohol and liquid.

-Control centre :rocket.

-Assigned attributes: great , black , yellow , long.

-Specification:V-2

-State :stood.

-Location: New Mexico, desert.

-The attribute long has the quantities 40 and feet.

We could put all of these conceptual relations into a network such as that shown in figure 2 below .Link labels  announce the type of concept that is attained by traversing links in the directions shown by the arrows.
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Coherence is similar to cohesion in the way stretches of language link each other, but the latter refers to the surface of the text, while the former refers to the semantics or meaning of the text.








