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THE SEVEN STANDARDS OF TEXTUALITY

“A text will be defined as a communicative occurrence which meets seven standards of textuality. ....

1. The first standard will be called cohesion and concerns the way in which the components of the surface text, i.e. the actual words we hear or see, are mutually connected within a sequence. The surface components depend upon each other according to grammatical forms and conventions, such that cohesion rests upon grammatical dependencies. ...
2. The second standard will be called coherence and concerns the ways in which the components of the textual world, i.e. the configuration of concepts and relations which underlie the surface text are mutually accessible and relevant. ... Cohesion and coherence are text-centred notions, designating operations directed at the text materials.

Cohesion and coherence are text-centred notions.

The other standards of textuality are user-centred notions.
3. In addition, we shall require user-centred notions which are brought to bear on the activity of textual communication at large, both by producers and by receivers. The third standard of textuality could then be called intentionality, concerning the text producer’s attitude that the set of occurrences should constitute a cohesive and coherent text instrumental in fullfilling the producer’s intentions, e.g. to distribute knowledge or to attain a goal specified in a plan. ...

4. The fourth standard of textuality would be acceptability, concerning the text receiver’s attitude that the set of occurrences should constitute a cohesive and coherent text having some use or relevance for the receiver, e.g. to acquire knowledge or provide co-operation in a plan. ... 

5. The fifth standard of textuality is called informativity and concerns the extent to which the occurrences of the presented text are expected vs. unexpected or known vs. unknown/certain .

6. The sixth standard of textuality can be designated  situationality and concerns the factors which make a text relevant to a situation of occurrence. ...

7. The seventh standard is to be called intertextuality and concerns the factors which make the utilization of one text dependent upon knowledge of one or more previously encountered texts.”

R. de Beaugrande, W. Dressler, An Introduction to Text Linguistics, London, Longman, 1981 (48ff)

COHERENCE

coherence concerns the ways in which the components of the textual world, i.e. the configuration of concepts and relations which underlie the surface text are mutually accessible and relevant. ... Cohesion and coherence are text-centred notions, designating operations directed at the text materials.

Another definition (T. A. van Dijk 1979: 93):

coherence is a semantic property of discourse formed through the interpretation of each individual sentence relative to the interpretation of other sentences, with "interpretation" implying interaction between the text and the reader. One method for evaluating a text's coherence is topical structure analysis.

Coherence: sub-surface feature

concerns the ways in which the meanings within a text (concepts, relations among them and their relations to the external world) are established and developed.

Some of the major relations of coherence are logical sequences, e.g. cause-consequence (and so), condition-consequence (if), instrument-achievement (by), contrast (however), compatibility (and), etc.

Includes: topic development providing a text with necessary integrity; even in the absence of overt links (as in various lists, charts, timetables, menus).

COHESION: A TEXT-LINGUISTIC PERSPECTIVE

the way in which the components of the surface text, i.e. the actual words we hear or see, are mutually connected within a sequence. The surface components depend upon each other according to grammatical forms and conventions, such that cohesion rests upon grammatical dependencies. ...
In their discussion of ways by which textual cohesion is created, de Beaugrande-Dressler include the devices described by Halliday (see below), but add a number of other features; here is their complete list:

grammar dependency network, at phrase, clause and sentence level

recurrence: straightforward repetition of elements or patterns

partial recurrence: shifting of already used elements to different classes (e.g. from noun to verb)

parallelism: repeating a structure but filling it in with new elements

paraphrase: repeating content but conveying it with different expressions

use of pro-forms: replacing content-carrying elements with short place-holders with no independent content [includes personal and demonstrative reference]

ellipsis: repeating a structure and its content but omitting some of the surface expressions

tense, aspect and junction: signals for the relationships among events or situations in the textual world

functional sentence perspective: theme-rheme; given-new

intonation: in spoken language

R. de Beaugrande, W. Dressler, An Introduction to Text Linguistics, London, Longman, 1981 (73ff)

Some examples:

Recurrence, partial recurrence

[…] When our founders boldly declared America’s independence to the world and our purposes to the Almighty, they knew that America, to endure, would have to change.

Not change for change’s sake, but change to preserve America’s ideals — life, liberty, the pursuit of happiness. Though we march to the music of our time, our mission is timeless.

Each generation of Americans must define what it means to be an American. […]

(B. Clinton's First Inaugural Address, 21.1.1993)

Recurrence, parallelism

In the real world, if you say you’re going to do something, you do it. And if you screw up, you can

lose your job.

It’s called accountability. Remember that word - accountability.

But politicians seem to live in a different world.

A world where promises are dropped just as casually as they’re made.

A world where the figures are fiddled.

A world where there are no penalties for failure.

What people want from their politicians is: Accountability. Responsibility. And a little humility.

(Michael Howard, Speech to Conservative Party Conference 2004, Bournemouth, October 5, 2004)

Paraphrase

A SUSCEPTIBILITY gene for Crohn's disease has been identified for the first time by separate teams of American and European scientists, it was disclosed yesterday.

The debilitating inflammatory bowel condition is caused by the body's own immune system attacking the gut lining. (Researchers find Crohn's disease gene; The DailyTelegraph, 22/05/2001)

COHESION: A SYSTEMIC-FUNCTIONAL PERSPECTIVE

Cohesion according to Halliday – Hasan (1976: 4-5):

“The concept of cohesion is a semantic one: it refers to relations of meaning that exist within the text, and that define it as a text.

Cohesion occurs when the interpretation of some element in the discourse is dependent on that of another. The one presupposes the other, in the sense that it cannot be effectively decoded except by recourse to it. When this happens, a relation is set up, and the two elements, the presupposing and the presupposed, are thereby at least potentially integrated into a text. […]

Cohesion is part of the system of a language. The potential for cohesion lies in the systematic resources of reference, ellipsis and so on that are built into the language itself.”

M.A.K. Halliday describes four “ways by which cohesion is created in English”: 

· reference: 

· personal reference (personal pronouns, possessive adjectives, possessive pronouns [doubly cohesive]); 

· demonstrative reference (that, this, the, here, there etc.); 

· comparative reference;

comparative reference items: adjectives of identity (same, identical, equal, identically, equally), of similarity (similar, additional, similarly, likewise, so, such), of difference (other, different, else, differently, otherwise), comparative numeratives (more, fewer, less, further, additional; so, as, equally + quantifier [e.g. so many]), comparative adjectives and adverbs (better, more interesting, less easy etc.)

all the items above can be anaphoric, cataphoric and exophoric;

· ellipsis and substitution:

· in ellipsis “we presuppose something by means of what is left out”... ellipsis sets up a relationship that is not semantic but lexicogrammatical – a relationship in the wording rather than directly in the meaning;

· in substitution the substitute serves as a place-holding device, showing where something has been omitted and what its grammatical function would be

· ellipsis
· nominal ellipsis: one of the pre-modifiers of the Head is upgraded to Head.

· Verbal ellipsis: from the right ("Are you laughing?" "Yes, I am") or from the left ("Are you eating dinner?" "No, washing up")

· Clausal ellipsis
· Yes/no answers, answer to wh- questions only with what the question interrogates about (Why are you going away?" "Because it's late"), only wh-element in questions ("Leave those alone" "Why?")

· substitution
· nominal substitutes:
· one: can be used as Head of a noun phrase to replace a noun which is count and not a proper name. Usually the substitution is not possible if the Head is precede by a classifier (e.g. a noun or adjective indicating a particular subclass of the thing in question)

· some / any /much / many
· The same (e.g. Winter is often so damp. The same is true for the summer")

· Verbal substitutes
· do/do not, auxiliaries

· the nominal group: some/any; one

· Clausal substitutes
· So, not
· Conjunction
a) text conjunctives (inter-sentence); b) paratactic conjunctives; c) hypotactic conjunctives

4 basic types of conjunctive relations; examples

	
	Text conjunctives 
	Paratactic conjunctives
	hypotactic conjunctives

	Additive
	Also, and

Nor, and … not, neither
	And
	Besides

	Adversative
	however
	Yet, but
	Although

	Causal
	consequently
	So, thus, hence
	Because

	Temporal
	subsequently
	Then
	after


· lexical cohesion
· reiteration – includes:

· repetition

· synonymy: use of superordinates (generals), hyponyms, opposites (absolute opposites, antonyms, converses).

· collocation: it depends on a particular association between the items in question – a tendency to co-occur; often fairly specifically associated with on or another particular register, or functional variety of the language.

Together with two most important structural features, thematic structure (Theme and Rheme) and information structure and focus (Given and New) these cohesive features are the resources that give texture to a piece of discourse, without which it would not be discourse.

(M.A.K. Halliday , R. Hasan, Cohesion in English, London, Longman, 197&;

M.A.K. Halliday, An Introduction to Functional Grammar, Second Edition, London, Edward Arnold, 1994) 










