Lecture.4 T.Yassmin Osam

The relationship of developmental anthropology to other
sciences

Relationship between Social Anthropology and
Sociology

Sociology is a science of society that studies human
behavior in groups. Anthropology is a science of man and
studies human behavior in social surroundings. Thus it is
clear that the subject matter of sociology and social
anthropology is common to a great extent. Sociology and
anthropology have highly influenced each other. Hoebel
states that sociology and social anthropology in their
broadest senses are one and the same. Evans Pritchard
takes social anthropology as a branch of sociological studies
that devotes to primitive societies. Radcliffe-Brown suggests
that anthropology be renamed Comparative Sociology.
Concerning the tendency in the United States, Levi-Strauss
wants to regard sociology as a special form of anthropology.

Relationship between Social Anthropology and History

The historians are more interested in particular sequences of
past events. Anthropologists are centrally interested in
understanding the present conditions of culture or
community which they are studying. But the two disciplines
have a close relationship. Both history and ethnographyare
concerned with societies other than the one in which the
researcher live.




