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B. Basic building
block of the
mineral halite.

0P~

A. Sodium and chlorine ions.

C. Collection of basic building
blocks (crystal).

D. Crystals of the mineral halite.
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(1) List five characteristics an Earth
material must have In order to be
considered a mineral.

(2) Based on the definition of mineral,
which of the following materials are not
classified as minerals and why:

gold, water, synthetic diamonds, ice, and
wood.
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Although the color of a mineral is not
always helpful in identification, the streak, which is
the color of the powdered mineral, can be very useful.



A. Mohs scale (Relative hardness) B. Comparison of Mohs scale and an absolute scale
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Example: Muscovite

D. Cleavage in three directions at 90° angles.
Example: Halite
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Fracture not
cleavage
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Fracture not

cleavage
B. Cleavage in two directions at 90° angles. C. Cleavage in two directions not at 90° angles.
Example: Feldspar Example: Hornblende
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E. Cleavage in three directions not at 90° angles. F. Cleavage in four directions.
Example: Calcite Example: Fluorite
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Figure 3.21 Calcite

reacting with a weak acid
(Photo by Chip Clark/

Figure 3.20 Double refraction This sample of calcite exhibits  £,ndamental Photos)

double refraction. (Photo by Chip Clark/Fundamental Photos)



