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Lower Limit of

Nasopharynx Lower border of soft palate or 

Junction b/w hard & soft palate

Oropharynx Tip of epiglottis or                            

Body of hyoid bone or                        

Base of vallecula

Hypopharynx Lower border of cricoid or   

Lower border of C6 vertebra



Lateral/Pharyngeal 
Recess







Pharyngo-

basilar fascia

All covered by 

Bucco-

pharyngeal 

fascia







Structures Passing
Between Skull Base & 

Superior Constrictor 

(Sinus of Morgagni)

Eustachian tube + Levator

palatini + Tensor palatini + 

Ascending palatine 

artery+palatine branch of 

ascending pharyngeal art.

Between Superior & 

Middle Constrictors

Glossopharyngeal nerve & 

Stylopharyngeus muscle

Between Middle &  

Inferior Constrictors

Internal Laryngeal nerve & 

Superior Laryngeal artery

Below Inferior   

Constrictor

Recurrent Laryngeal nerve & 

Inferior Laryngeal artery







Mucosa herniates through it to form hypo-
pharyngeal pouch (Zenker’s diverticulum)





•Nasopharynx: pterygo-palatine ganglion (V2)

•Oropharynx: glossopharyngeal & vagus nv

•Hypopharynx: Superior & recurrent laryngeal nv

•All muscles by pharyngeal nerve plexus (vagus nv

carrying cranial part of accessory nv) except 

stylopharyngeus (glossopharyngeal nv) & 

cricopharyngeus (also by recurrent laryngeal)



Upper pharynx: 

•Pharyngeal venous plexus situated on middle 

constrictor  pterygoid venous plexus & internal 

jugular vein

Lower pharynx:

• Inferior thyroid veins





upper deep cervical + retropharyngeal + parapharyngeal , paratreacheal -

supraclavicular  





• Facial artery

• Lingual artery

• Ascending pharyngeal 

artery

• Ascending palatine 

artery

• Greater palatine artery

• Artery of pterygoid 

canal

• Superior laryngeal 

artery


