
IYLEP 2019 Recruitment
Undergraduate Students



Sponsored and funded by:

➢U.S. Embassy, Baghdad

Administered by

➢World Learning

➢Four Universities across the United States

Program Overview
Key Actors



Program Overview
Goals

1) Select a diverse cohort of Iraqi undergraduate students 
and lay a strong foundation for developing 21st century skills 
through pre-departure activities.

2) Provide a program that equips students with 21st century 
skills needed to become an effective leader, an engaged 
citizen with a respect for diversity, and an active participant 
in their community by engaging them in a quality exchange.

3) Support young Iraqi leaders to realize their full potential 
through networking and virtual and in-person follow-on 
activities.



Program Overview
Eligibility

Applicants must:

• Be at least 18 years old but not more than 24 years old by July 1, 2019;
• Have proficiency in English in speaking, writing, and listening;
• Be a current student in your 1st, 2nd or 3rd year of undergraduate 

academic studies at an Iraqi university/college (Students in their first 
year of an English language preparation program are not eligible).

• Be in good academic standing at an Iraqi university.

• Have citizenship and current residency in Iraq (applicants with dual U.S. 
citizenship will not be considered).

• Have an Iraqi G or A series passport valid through March 2020 by 
January 10, 2019. 



Applicants will NOT be considered if:  

• Applicant has applied for permanent residency or refugee status in 
the United States;

• Applicant has been to the United States on a U.S. government-
funded exchange program (including IYLEP (undergraduate or high 
school), MEPI, YES, Fulbright, SUSI, and others); and/or

• Applicant has immediate family members who are employees of the 
U.S. Embassy or any U.S. government agency. 

Program Overview
Ineligibility



Students will be evaluated on: 

• Completeness of application in English, including essays, copy of passport, and 
letters of recommendation;

• A demonstrated interest in and commitment to volunteer and civic activities;

• A demonstrated knowledge and interest in the IYLEP themes and their relevancy to 
the needs of the applicant’s local community;

• Ability to work cooperatively in diverse groups and tolerate the opinions of others;

• Leadership potential;

• Proficiency in English;

• Good social and communication skills;

• An energetic, positive attitude; and

• Commitment to implementing a project that benefits the applicant’s community in 
Iraq after the four-week program in the U.S.

Program Overview
Applicant Evaluation



Program Overview
Program Design Outline

➢Pre-departure orientation in Iraq

➢Complete 4 weeks of Online Professional and 
Academic Learning course (OPAL)

➢Approximately 4 day Orientation Workshop in 
a U.S. location yet to be announced

➢Approximately 18 days at a host university

➢5 day Closing Workshop in Washington, DC

➢4 more weeks of OPAL upon return to Iraq

➢Alumni Conference in Iraq in 2020



Program Design

When:

• OPAL Course: Between May-June 2019

• U.S. Exchange: July 2019

• Alumni Conference: 2020

Where in the U.S.:

• Orientation Location TBD

• Washington, DC

• Various universities across the United States

When and Where?



Program Design
Pre-Departure

➢Pre-departure orientation in each 
regional hub: North, Central, South 
Central, and South
➢Held before departure for the U.S.

➢Complete 4 weeks of the Online 
Professional & Academic Learning 
(OPAL) Course
➢Virtual skills building course to prepare for 

your U.S. experience. 



Orientation Workshop 

U.S. Exchange

• Interactive four day program 
orientation

• Experiential learning around OPAL 
topics

• Introduce community mapping and 
follow-on project plan

• Host institution universities present 
institutes



Orientation Workshop

U.S. Exchange



Host Institutions

U.S. Exchange

• Academic programming, skills building, 
community service, and exploring the U.S.  

• Cultural events and interaction with American 
students and families, including host families.

• Universities to be announced.



Washington, D.C. Closing Workshop

U.S. Exchange

• Program synthesis/debrief, community action 
planning, exploring Washington, D.C., and 
closing activities. 



Washington, D.C. Program Synthesis

U.S. Exchange



Washington, D.C. Program Synthesis

U.S. Exchange



Follow-On Projects

U.S. Exchange

• In Washington, D.C., students form groups to create community 
action projects to implement on their return home.

• Alumni from different years of IYLEP have collaborated to create 

outstanding and inspiring projects in their communities!

• FUN FACT: There are over 2,500 IYLEP alumni in Iraq and the U.S.!



Alumni Conference

Follow-On

➢Virtual Check-ins prior to National Reunion Conference: Fall 2019

➢Full 2019 Undergrad Alumni Conference: February/March 2020 in Erbil 
(exact dates to be determined)

➢Networking, dialogue, skill-building, and project demonstration. 

➢Participation in the Regional and Full alumni conferences are required to 
complete the program



Before You Apply

Application Process

➢Visit iylep.org/apply 

➢Read the Frequently Asked Questions on the website

➢Key Notes:
• All parts of the application are submitted online

• You can save and return to your application to work on it 
later.

➢Application Deadline: November 26th, 2018



Rules

Application Process

❑ Your Application must be in English

❑ Your Application must be written by you

❑ You cannot use translators

❑ You cannot copy other applicants’ answers

❑ You cannot plagiarize 

❑ Any Applicants who break any of the above rules will be 
immediately removed from selection. 





Required Documents

Application Process

• Most recent university transcript

• Letter of recommendation (1)

• Passport

• Identification Card



Online Application Step By Step Instructions

Application Process

The following slides will walk you through the basics of the 

Online IYLEP Application.

IYLEP.org/apply



Online Application Step By Step Instructions

Application Process

Click on ‘New User’ when you arrive. 



Online Application Step By Step Instructions

Application Process

Fill out your name and email. Your log-in 
will be your email address.



Online Application Step By Step Instructions

Application Process

You will receive a registration link in 
your email. You should click the link 
in order to complete your 
registration.



Online Application Step By Step Instructions

Application Process

Read welcome 
message, then 
scroll down to 
select Begin 
Application, 
under IYLEP 
Undergraduate



Online Application Step By Step Instructions

Application Process

Read the 
instructions, 
then fill out each 
section, as listed 
on top. You can 
save at any point 
and come back 
to finish. 



Online Application Step By Step Instructions

Application Process

Once you have completed every step 
your ‘Application Status’ will show 100% 
for all categories. Read and check the 
terms of submission, then click ‘Submit’.



Next Steps

Application Process

1. After November 26th, your application will be reviewed by U.S. and Iraqi 
staff at World Learning, and colleagues from the U.S. Embassy, Baghdad.

2. In January 2019, you will be notified if you have been selected as a semi-
finalist or not. You may be contacted prior to this date if World Learning 
has further questions about your application.

3. If selected, you will need to participate in an in-person interview in Erbil, 
Baghdad, Hilla, or Basrah. This will included a panel of U.S. and Iraqi staff 
from World Learning and the U.S. Embassy. 

4. You will be notified in March whether you are: 

• Not selected.

• Selected as an alternate.

• Selected as a finalist. 



Questions?
Visit: iylep.org

Apply Now!
www.iylep.org/apply

Deadline: November 26th, 
2018

http://www.iylep.org/
http://www.iylep.org/apply

